
1910 

Political 

The Union of South Africa is formed with 
power put effectively into the hands of 

the whites 

Organisations 

The General Missionary Conference forms. 
Between 1904 and 1932 a total of eight 
conferences were held under the 
auspices of the GMC 

Dr John R Mott visits South Africa and 
paves the way for the Christian Council of 

South Africa 

The Christian Council of South Africa is 
formally 

constituted in Bloemfontein  
The goal being the closer co-ordination of the 
Christian forces of South Africa, with a view to 
more effective propagation of the Gospel. 

1904 

People 

1929 

1936 

1942 

The Federal Mission Council is constituted  
Its purpose was to put the declared DRC (Dutch 
Reformed Church) mission policy into practice 
and advance cooperation and unity in mission 
work. 

1948 

The National Party, representing the 
interests of Afrikaner nationalism, came to 
power. With D. F. Malan as the new Prime 

Minister 

1950 

Various 

The FMC has a pivotal conference in Bloemfontein  
Here it was decided: It was contrary to Christian principles to 
limit the progress of the nations. It was not necessarily 
contrary to Christian principles to seek the progress of the 
native people separately from the whites. It is the duty of 
Christians to keep a watchful eye with regard to 
discrimination, however, so as to make sure that all sections 
of society receive equal treatment. (This decision was 
subsequently rejected by the SA government). 

1959 

Conference In Johannesburg on ‘Christian 
Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid Social 

Change.’  
This important gathering was attended by 140 persons 
representing a wide variety of churches and 
organisations from both within and without South Africa 

1952 
The Defiance Campaign 

African National Congress and the South African Indian 
Congress jointly launched this Campaign. Rejecting 
segregation and the pass system and calling on the 
authorities to stop introducing apartheid legislation. 

Die Kleurkrisis in die Weste (Colour: the Unsolved 
Problem of the West) by Ben Marais 

This paper rejected arguments based on Scripture as 
support for the policy of segregation. Only on pragmatic 
grounds, could separate churches for different racial 
groups be justified. In seeking a Scriptural basis for racial 
separation the DRC was completely isolated in the 
Christian world. Nor was there support in the early 
church for a separation of believers on the grounds of 
race or colour. 

“Whither South Africa?” by B.B Keet  
A critique of the existing racial structure and questioning 
of the viability of the policy of separate development or 
apartheid. 

1955 

1960 

 

The Sharpville Massacre 
On the morning of the 21st of March an estimated crowd 
between 3 000 and 5 000 gathered to protest outside the 
police station at Sharpeville, a black township near 
Vereeniging, south of Johannesburg. When a portion of 
the fence surrounding the police station was broken and 
some stones were thrown, the police panicked and 
opened fire. Sixty-nine people, mainly women, were killed 
and about 180 wounded. The incident provoked outrage 
throughout the country and the world. The Government 
declared a state of emergency. The ANC and the PAC were 
banned. Albert Luthuli, Nelson Mandela and Robert 
Sobukwe along with thousands of their supporters were 
arrested. 

Beyers Naude emerges as the leading 
Afrikaans witness against the policy of 

Apartheid 

 ‘Consultation on Christian race relations and social 
problems in South Africa.’  

Attended in Johannesburg by ten delegates from each of 
the eight South African member churches, and five 
representatives of the WCC (World Council of Churches). 
There were eighteen black participants, including Bishop 
Alpheus Zulu and Professor Z. K. Matthews. De Blank, the 
Anglican Archbishop, personally asked the delegates of 
the DRC for forgiveness, and one of the delegates of the 
DRC said that they too had failed and accepted the hand 
stretched out in reconciliation with thankfulness. Only 
the Hervormde (NHK) delegates, it seemed, did not share 
in the spirit of trust and reconciliation. 

The Cottesloe Declaration is issued 
Despite being moderate, this statement coming out 
of the Consultation on Christian Race relations 
(above) caused a storm in its challenge of the status 
quo of the apartheid government 
 

1974 

SACC Resolution: the Conscientious statement 
issued in Hammanskraal 

‘The Republic of South Africa is at present a fundamentally 
unjust and discriminatory society. Therefore, since ‘the 

military forces of our country are being prepared to defend 
this unjust and discriminatory society,’ the question was 
asked: Can it be right for Christians to participate in the 

military? [Christians have] regarded the taking up of arms 
as justifiable, if at all, only in order to fight a “just war”’, 
and this would exclude the defence of a basically unjust 

and discriminatory society. 
 

 

Dutch Reformed Church produced a report Ras, 
Volk en Nasie 

This report reflected the DRC’s own struggle to 
understand human relations in the light of Scripture. The 
report acknowledged, ‘To an increasing degree the 
Christian church is aware of the danger of holding to 
certain attitudes in race-relations which are not in 
accordance with the Word of God. For this reason the DRC 
is also concerned to listen anew to the teaching of God’s 
Word on these matters in our contemporary situation.’ 
 

1976 

A student protest in Soweto against the use of 
Afrikaans in the teaching of certain high school 
subjects quickly escalated into widespread and 
violent riots. Riot police were sent in, and soon 
there were reports of scores of students killed or 
injured by police action. The uprising rapidly 
spread throughout the country. Hundreds of 
political activists were arrested and detained. The 
Black Consciousness and student leader, Steve 
Biko, died in police custody. 

1977 

Several Ecclesiastical bodies declare 
Apartheid and any attempt to defend it 

from Scripture as Heresy 
The ‘Lutheran World Federation’,  ‘Association 
of Black Reformed Christians in Southern 
Africa’ and the ‘World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches’ all roundly condemn apartheid as 
heresy. 
 

1978 
Desmond Tutu becomes the first black person to 

be elected general secretary of the SACC  
With so many opponents of the government either 
banned or in prison, Tutu and the SACC felt that they 
had the moral obligation to speak out for those who 
had no voice or who had been silenced. So during this 
critical period, the SACC became a leading vehicle of 
opposition to apartheid, and Tutu, along with Nelson 
Mandela who was in prison, became the most famous 
symbols of resistance to it. 

1982 

White ministers and theologians of the 
DRC family made a statement in the 
form of an open letter in which 
apartheid in politics and the church was 
categorically rejected on Scriptural 
grounds. 

1986 

Church and Society’ report  -
adopted by the General Synod of 

the DRC.  
The DRC finally and formerly withdrew 
ecclesiastical support for the policy of 
apartheid. 

 

1986 

The Kairos Document.  
This statement was released by the ecumenical 
Institute of Contextual Theology and signed by many 
Christians and church leaders. In a searing indictment it 
condemned the state and all who supported it and 
demanded that Christians take sides on behalf of the 
oppressed and those seeking to liberate them. 

The National Initiative for Reconciliation was 
launched in September under the auspices of Africa 
Enterprise 

1990 

F.W. de Klerk becomes State President  
De Klerk stunned the country and the world when he 
announced the unbanning of the African National 
Congress, the Pan African Congress and the  communist 
Party. Nelson Mandela and many other leading political 
prisoners were released and De Klerk pledged to work 
together with them towards a new constitution and a 
democratically elected government. 

National Conference of South African Churches in 
Rustenburg : 

Admissions of guilt and pleas for forgiveness characterised 
this conference as various groups expressed regret for 

either defending Apartheid or for not doing enough to fight 
it. Reconciliation occurred and hands were extended. To 
what extent national political leaders were influenced by 

appeals (coming from the 230 church leaders, eighty 
denominations and forty para-church organizations) is 

difficult to tell. But the conference was at least an important 
link in the extraordinary chain of events leading to the 

establishment of a new South Africa. 
 
 

 

1994 

Nelson Mandela is released from prison and 
becomes the first democratically elected 

President of South Africa 
. 

Other Influences  Books 

Conferences 

Statements 


